
 

 

VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION 
               
 
WELCOME 
 
The XVI International AIDS Conference (or AIDS 2006) brings the world to 
Toronto.  
 
This Conference is the most important international gathering of scientists, 
academics, social activists and people like you in the global fight against AIDS. 
 

 
YOU are a critical part of this conference. 
 
YOU will contribute to the success of AIDS 2006. 
 
Delegates will leave with information, inspiration and their individual 
impression of AIDS 2006.  Your efforts as a volunteer will contribute to this 
impression. 
 
YOU are only one person but you are a member of a TEAM of thousands. 
Together you will make the impressions of AIDS 2006. 
 
YOU can expect to: 

 be treated with respect and professionally 
 be provided with the information you will require to do your job 
 have a Supervisor who will be able to assist you 

 
YOU are expected to: 

 treat everyone with respect, cultural sensitivity and good humour 
 call the Volunteer Centre at Metro Hall as soon as possible if you cannot 

attend your shift 
 let your Supervisor know immediately if there is a problem/situation 

 
This conference is unique with its complete focus on issues related to HIV and 
AIDS. YOU will need to know the basics about HIV and AIDS.  
 
Please, ask questions! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ABOUT THE CONFERENCE 

 The conference will take place from Sunday August 13 to Friday August 
18, 2006.    

 Volunteer shifts begin as early as August 9th to assist with conference 
set-up. 

 This will be the world’s largest conference on any one health issue. 

 We will help bring together over 20,000 of the world’s scientists, health 
care providers, educators, policy makers, AIDS Service Organizations, 
community leaders and people living with HIV/AIDS and 2,500 
international journalists. 

 The theme of AIDS 2006 is Time to Deliver, which underscores the 
continued urgency in bringing effective HIV prevention and treatment 
strategies to communities the world over.  

 Toronto is the third Canadian city to host the International AIDS 
Conference; it was held in Montreal in 1989 and in Vancouver in 1996. 

 This conference is of utmost importance to the furthering of the global 
fight against HIV and AIDS. 

 
Conference Organizers 

 
 The International AIDS Conference is convened every other year by the 

International AIDS Society (IAS), the world’s leading independent 
association of HIV/AIDS professionals. 

 
 The Toronto Local Host is a not-for-profit organization created 

specifically to host the Conference, and is governed by a Board of 
Directors comprised of leaders engaged in the Canadian response to 
HIV/AIDS.  

 
 The five co-organizers of AIDS 2006 are the Joint United Nations 

Programme on HIV/AIDS; the Global Network of People Living with HIV; 
the International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS; the 
International Council of AIDS Service Organizations; and the Canadian 
AIDS Society. 

 
Community Partner 
 
 Volunteer Toronto is a community partner that has worked with the 

Local Host and will support volunteers at the Conference. 
 

 
 
 
 



ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Volunteer Centre at Metro Hall 

 A volunteer support centre will be available at Metro Hall, 55 John St. 
room 308 (third floor) 

 This centre will first open on Saturday August 12th (12:00pm – 4:00pm) 
 The centre’s hours will be as follow: 

• Monday to Friday 7:30am – 9:30pm 
• Saturday and Sunday 8:00am – 7:00pm 

 
Directions: MTCC to Metro Hall 

 
Global Village Volunteer Office 

 A small volunteer office will be set up in the Global Village.   
 This office is an on-site point place for the Volunteer Programme.   
 All immediate on-site issues can be taken to this office.  The staff here 

will relay all issues to the Volunteer Centre at Metro Hall. 
 If your on-site shift begins prior to 7:55am, you will need to check in 

here.  This site is only a check in centre for volunteers from 6:00am – 
7:30am.  

 The office’s hours will be as follow: 
• Saturday August 12 – 6:00am – 8:30pm 
• Sunday August 13 – 6:00am – 6:00pm  
• Monday August 14 to Thursday August 17 - 6:00am – 9:00pm 
• Friday August 18 - 6:00am – 2:00pm 

 
Security 
 

 You MUST wear your id badge at all times.   
 Badges can be picked up from the Volunteer Centre at Metro Hall from 

12:00pm – 4:00pm on Saturday August 12th.  
 If you have not picked up your volunteer badge before your first shift, 

you must check in at the Volunteer Centre at Metro Hall at least 30 
minutes before your first shift is scheduled to begin.  



 If you are an off-site volunteer (your shifts are NOT at the Metro 
Toronto Convention Centre) your badge is not required to work a shift. 
You will still require your badge to access the Metro Toronto Convention 
Centre.  

 If you have lost your badge, contact the Volunteer Centre at Metro Hall.  
Badges cannot be replaced, and therefore volunteers who lose their 
badge cannot participate in the conference, and will be scheduled to 
offsite locations.  

 
 Sign in 
 

 On-site volunteers (those whose shift is at the Metro Toronto 
Convention Centre) must sign in at the Volunteer Centre at Metro hall 
at least 20 minutes prior to each shift.  
*Please note that it may take up to 15 minutes to walk from the 
Volunteer Centre at Metro Hall to the Metro Toronto Convention Centre.  

 Off-site volunteers (those whose shifts are NOT at the Metro Toronto 
Convention Centre) must sign in with their supervisor at the location 
where they are volunteering 5 minutes before the beginning of each 
shift. 

 
Attire 
 

 You must wear your T-shirt or vest at all times when on duty 
 Some volunteers wear T-shirts, some wear vests. 
 Vests: supervisors wear burgundy; volunteers wear blue 
 T-shirts: supervisors wear red; volunteers wear orange (Global Village, 

Youth, Outreach) or Black (Cultural Activities) 
 
Session Attendance 
 

 Space permitting, you are entitled to attend conference sessions before 
and after your shift.  Remember, delegates have priority seating and 
you must be wearing your badge to enter a session room.  

 
HEALTH CARE SERVICES 
A Health Clinic will be available to provide medical care and support in the 
conference. The Health Clinic is located in Room 101 of the North Building.  
 
The Health Clinic hours are as follow:  
 

 Sunday August 13th to Thursday August 17th 8:00am - 6:00pm 
 Friday August 18th 8:00am - 3:00pm 

 
In case of a sudden acute or life-threatening emergency, emergency services 
are provided on site at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre by Toronto 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS).  Call 911 in case of an acute or life-
threatening emergency.  To access EMS call 911 free of charge from any 
phone. 
 
 

 More information is available online at www.aids2006.org 

http://www.aids2006.org/


 

HIV / AIDS 
What is HIV and AIDS? 

 

HIV: Human Immunodeficiency Virus 

AIDS: Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome 

HIV attacks the immune system.  HIV can develop into AIDS. 

 

A person who has HIV is often referred to as positive or “poz” 

A person who is living with HIV/AIDS may be called PHA 

 

It is important to remember that a person is not entirely defined by a disease. 

Many choose to identify themselves as Positive or PHA.   

 

ASO stands for AIDS Service Organization which is a community organization that 

provides services, education, outreach and advocacy. 

 

How can you get HIV? 

 

HIV is transmitted in the blood, semen, or vaginal fluid of a person infected with HIV 

(who is HIV positive). 

The most common way for this to occur is through unprotected sex, or sharing of 

needles that haven’t been cleaned. 

It can also occur when infected body fluids come into contact with an open wound or 

cut, although this is rare. 

 

You CANNOT get HIV from every day contact with people who are HIV 

positive. 

You CANNOT get HIV from shaking hands. 

You CANNOT get HIV from handling forks, spoons, cups or food. 



 







AIDS 2006 Toronto - Youth Programme  
USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION      
 
For general inquires contact youth@aids2006.org 
 

Name Position Responsibilities E-mail 

Alex McClelland Youth Programme 
Coordinator 

• Oversees all aspects of Youth Programme 

• Troubleshoots for all aspects of Youth 
Programme and activities 

• Liaison for Toronto YouthForce  

• Support for youth participants in main 
Conference.  

alex.mcclelland@aids2006toronto.org 

Len Tooley Youth Programme Assistant • Coordinates all Youth Pavilion 
features/sections 

• Troubleshoots any problems in the Youth 
Pavilion 

• Deals with the Media in the Pavilion 

• Announces events 

• Monitors Welcome Desk and Lounge 

len.tooley@aids2006toronto.org 

Sonika Lal Youth Programme Leadership 
Assistant 

• Coordinates Youth Leadership Forum 

• Coordinates Media and film crews 

• Liaison to AIDS 2006 communications 
team 

• Coordinates daily website updates 

• Coordinates VIPs 

sonika.lal@aids2006toronto.org 

Tamara 
Romanchuk & 
Hillari Blumfald 

Youth Pavilion Stage 
Managers 

• Coordinates all events happening in the 
Youth Pavilion presentation area 

• Runs A/V Equipment 

• Works with Youth Pavilion Presenters 

• Directs Assistant Stage Manager 
volunteers 

tamara.romanchuk@aids2006toronto.org 

For questions about the Youth Pavilion, contact Len Tooley or Tamara Romanchuk 
For questions about the Youth Programme, contact Alex McClelland 

mailto:youth@aids2006.org


 
Confidentiality at the XVI International AIDS Conference 

 
 

Confidentiality is an important component of all volunteer work.  Ensuring 
confidentiality is a professional and ethical responsibility for all people associated 
with HIV and AIDS related work.  It is your responsibility to respect the 
confidentiality of delegates, speakers, volunteers, staff and any other people 
involved this conference.   

 
Please commit to respect the confidentiality of all people involved in the 
XVI International AIDS Conference. 

 
Name ________________________________________ 
 
 
Signature _____________________________________ 
 
 
Date _________________________________________ 


	Conference Organizers



