Commitments Desk gets a lot of high-level support!

By Hannah Renglich

In an attempt to engage and obligate adults and youth alike to act out against AIDS, the Toronto YouthForce has set up a Commitments Desk, where they are encouraging passers-by to put their commitments to youth down in writing with specific timeframe goals.  The committed range from youth participants to high-profile world leaders and are each asked to write down their contact information, a guarantee that the YouthForce will be following up on each commitment.

The Youth Pavilion in the Global Village received three important guests at its commitments desk on August 14th.   Melinda and Bill Gates appeared close to 5:00 pm, pledging $500 million to the Global Fund, a commitment they had announced just prior to the commencement of the Toronto AIDS Conference.

To the dismay of the youth media and documentary teams, the visit of the Gates’ was brief; however, shortly after they excitement of the group died down, word arrived that Mary Robinson would be the next personality to grace the desk.

True to her reputation, Mary Robinson, the former President of Ireland and UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, made an appearance the Youth Pavilion with the intent of making two solid commitments to youth.  Quite willing to linger and converse with the group gathered to watch her sign her promise, Mary Robinson infused the crowd with new enthusiasm, as she wrote not one, but two commitments to youth.


“I commit to contacting U.S. universities to see whether they actively support undergraduate and graduate students from developing countries and especially positive youth. I also commit to including young people as much as possible in work with Realizing Rights," she declared.

With the support of Mary Robinson, Melinda and Bill Gates, and officials such as Mexican Minister of Health Dr. Julio Frenk, and Toronto Mayor David Miller, the Toronto YouthForce is ensuring that world leaders are being put in a position to be held accountable.  Youth will not be satisfied with empty promises, and have harnessed the power contained in a single signature to propel their inclusion and respect.

