Hip hop and Reggae Dance for change in campaigning against HIV/AIDS

By Leonard Boniface
The Hip-hop and Raggae Dancehall music have been as having an enormous impact on combating HIV/AIDS among the youth which are the main audience and targeted as well as more infected with the pandemic. Addressing at the youth Pavilion discussion panel they have organized, the performers from the School of Mayhem Entertainment Dance Group Malanda Ward, Wesley Crichlow, Nikki Rehman, Lisa Skeete and Rose-Ann Bailey have recommended the community to use the music as a big tool in reaching the message to the community on HIV/AIDS awareness since most of the people have access to music, and can the message easily through especial for the youth who are really interested.

The moderating the session Farley Felix who is a Canadian music promoter and manager of hip –hop arts opened the session by encouraging the youth to use the hip-hop message in effectively way since most of the songs touched the daily lives of the young people, and HIV/AIDS is among of the issues young people are talking and are so concerned and needs more awareness through the music to reach easily.

“The Hip-hop and reggae dance music have a great impact to the young people and have shown a wide range of the awareness on the war against AIDS since it talking about youth, reached widely with youth and in their languages, and even celebrities have been used effectively in various AIDS occasions like Alicia Keys,P Diddy and others since is easily for them when they say about something many people will follow and create an impact,” Farley said.

Taking a part in the session, Maranda Ward who works with Hip-Hop Music and women in Canada said that the Community must understand that the Hip-hop and reggae dance have contributed a lot on the process of helping the society on the war against HIV/AIDS, and more education needed to the youth to understand about their issues are concerned and how they can receive the message and act according to different cultures.” You can see some of the music we are doing are targeted the youth, but we need to know the cultures and how they receive the message, we try to use friendly words to make mutual understand on what we are singing about as well as giving straight the message so that they can know well what we mean on songs”, she said.

Also Rose-Ann Bailey addressed the topic of using hip-hop and dance hall music as an sexual health tool for the youth being the change and be aware on HIV/AIDS so that they can realize their dream.” Our music have an impact, reaching many young people and the rest of the society through the media and live shows, Media have impact in disseminating the information and we think will be great to be used as an educational sexual health kit and it can help giving the really message needed reducing the spread of HIV/AIDS”.

Others who made presentations from to the team were Nikki Redman who addressed the issues as a DJ in the Gay and Lesbian community I Toronto, Mark Bialworkski an production Co-coordinator who worked with various puppral musician like Been Man addressed his experienced on music industry and how it can be used as a perfectly too in reaching the message to the youth on HIV/AIDS.  Lisa Skeete who addressed on the issue of dance hall music in Toronto as a local radio host and an educator, Wesley Crichlow an talked on psychological issues relating to homophobic lyrics in both music genre.

