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AIDS 2006





March 24, 2006

Dear Abstract Co-Chairs and Reviewers:

Re: Ensuring Meaningful Youth Participation in the Scientific Programme
I’m writing to you on behalf of the AIDS 2006 Youth Advisory Committee, an international body comprised of twenty-five young people and adult allies from eleven countries. The Youth Programme and the Youth Advisory Committee are intended to supports the efforts of young people to meaningfully participate in AIDS 2006.  

We hope to see young people present, speak and participate alongside adults throughout the entire Conference rather than being isolated within in a youth-only stream.  This speaks to key challenges 3 and 4: Intensify Involvement of Affected Communities and Building New Leadership to Advance the Response. You can help actualize this goal through your role at the Marathon Meeting.  
Youth are disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS: More than half of all new HIV infections worldwide are among young people between the ages of 15 and 24.  Additionally, many young people have lost or will lose their parent(s) and other important adults within their communities, and may be forced to give up school in order to care for parents, younger siblings, and cousins.  Youth are not only passively affected by AIDS, however. Many scientists, social scientists, and program specialists who have submitted abstracts are young people.
Given the disproportion burden of HIV infections and impact on young people, youth-related issues should be generously represented in the Scientific, Community, and Leadership Programmes.  We ask that you consider including more than a token number of young people for Abstract Poster and Oral Presentations. Embracing youth as professionals will enhance the quality of youth participation at the conference and demonstrate the Conference’s commitment to the involvement of young people in the research of and fight against HIV/AIDS. 

Do not hesitate to contact me if you would like further information or assistance in how to meaningfully include young presenters in the Abstract Tracks.  Thank you in advance for making AIDS 2006 a landmark Conference in its mainstreamed and meaningful youth participation!  
Sincerely,

Alex McClelland
Youth Coordinator

On behalf of the Youth Programme Advisory Committee

Tel: +1.416.840.3334 ext.209
Fax: +1.416.840.3343
youth@aids2006.org













